Najmah Shale in Kuwait of Oxfordian age has become an important source of hydrocarbons. It is an excellent source rock (organic reach carbonates, misnamed shales). In the southern part of the basin, these "shales" are interbedded with turbidites and grain flow deposits. Despite the renewed interest in the geology of organic reach sediments, several practical problems render the study of this formation a challenging one. The advancement of technology & knowledge converged to transform this formation into a producing reservoir. Our aim is to characterize these different lithologies and to orient the exploration strategy in accordance with the new concepts.
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SUMMARY
Najmah Shale in Kuwait of Oxfordian age has become an important source of hydrocarbons. It is an excellent source rock (organic reach carbonates, misnamed shales). In the southern part of the basin, these "shales" are interbedded with turbidites and grain flow deposits. Despite the renewed interest in the geology of organic reach sediments, several practical problems render the study of this formation a challenging one. The advancement of technology & knowledge converged to transform this formation into a producing reservoir. Our aim is to characterize these different lithologies and to orient the exploration strategy in accordance with the new concepts. 
Conclusions
Gas shale meets the definition of the North American "gas shale" in that it contains enough organic material. The carbonate minerals account for most of the composition of the rock placing it in the limestone group. Conducting geochemical tests & mapping the thermal maturity of the formation is one of key elements of success. The maturity seems to relate directly to the gas to oil ratio, one of the key factors controlling gas flow rates. The studies regarding the intricate nature of shale, from nano-to macro-scale are questioning the meaning of the term "shale". The nature of rocks decide the nature of trapping mechanism, hence the exploration strategy.
